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charge ? If our ideas have reached these lands, they have travelled
on their own wings.

What does reach the workers of the colonies more promptly
than our social theory is our technique of organization. Every-
where, in the interval between the two wars, trade unions have
begun to spring up. There are now over three hundred of them
in the Dependent Empire, and some of them have proved their
solid organization in difficult but victorious strikes. There are
also Co-operative Societies, which in some colonies are notably
successful, more especially in organizing peasant producers for
the marketing of their crops. Among some African tribes there
has been a spontaneous growth of organizations concerned
with education, notably in Kenya. To help these movements,
without trenching on their independence, should rank among
the proudest and most important of our duties.

This is, however, a naive and old-fashioned way of stating
our problem. Where do we mean to begin? The Great Powers
of the modern world are daily setting their problem for us and
hurling their challenge. Here the colossus" that bestrides a con-
tinent or steps from island to island is a privately-owned air-
transport company. Elsewhere it is an oil monopoly enthroned
as the emperor of the desert. On the African coasts the King of
Kings is the combine .that deals in vegetable oils. When we
dare to propose to socialize one of these dinosaurs, we shall
have joined battle in earnest as socialists with the real enemy,
and not till then. One of the central aims of socialism, perhaps
the central aim, is to win economic power for the community.

Is the next of these central aims to achieve equality, social,
cultural, and economic, as far as may be, and as promptly as"
may be, among all the citizens of our society? If it be so, I think
we may give it in its bearing on the dependent empire a definite
contemporary meaning. I believe it would help our thinking
to look at the social question of the empire as part of a much
wider problem. The inequality that vexes us when we compare
the standard of life of the African' who hoes mealies or raises
coffee with that of the Englishman who makes some component